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If St. Paul were alive today, one thing is for sure.  He would 

never get elected to public office.  It’s not that he doesn’t have 

the best of intentions when he offers his advice on the question 

of whether to marry or not, but for those of us who have made 

our decision already, it is hard to find a whole lot of help in his 

position. 

Take my case, for example.  To hear Paul tell it, I should have it 

made.  Paul seems to suggest that the unmarried person doesn’t 

have a thing to worry about.  He or she has the benefit of living 

a life uncluttered with the anxieties of family life, and so is free 

to concentrate on matters of God.  That’s a nice idea in theory, 

but I know a lot of priests who worry, maybe just not about the 

same things and married people do. 

We still have the families we were born into, for one thing.  And 

we are still working on how to be true to that reality and to be 

faithful to the responsibilities that come with it.  If God had a 

reason for us to be born into a particular family, there’s really no 

reason to assume that at some point we should just cut all ties 

with it. 

Another aspect of a celibate life is that not having generated a 

family makes such a person available to invitations to share in 

the family life of others.  That is great and a fun thing a lot of 

times, but it can also mean experiencing with those families 

difficult and painful moments as well.  To think that a person is 

not affected by that does not ring true to me. 

  



I wonder how the married couples who knew Paul thought about 

this passage.  Would they have looked at one another knowingly 

and thought, “Paul’s a good man, but he really has no idea what 

he’s talking about. 

Or, what’s worse, they might have thought that he did, and spent 

their days under the assumption that they had somehow settled 

for second best.  That would put a damper on things from the 

very beginning and could even limit a family’s ability to 

discover the blessings God has in store for them. 

One of the blind spots Paul suffered from was that he shared in 

the prevalent belief of the Church of his time that the Lord was 

returning so soon that entering into long-term commitments 

didn’t make much sense.  From the perspective of 2000 years of 

living with the entire scriptural record we are in a much better 

position to see Jesus’ own view of married life was much more 

in keeping with the longstanding tradition in Jewish faith that 

marriage was a gift from God, and, as the marriage ritual puts it, 

is “the one blessing not forfeited by original sin, nor washed 

away by the flood.” 

So, if the question of whether a person is married or not does not 

determine the closeness to God they can attain, what does?  In 

every form of life, one can fall prey to the temptation to turn on 

the cruise control, to quit working at it, to coast, or to get off 

base and make use of their vocational status to pursue their own 

ends rather than strive to let their vocation in life be a sign of 

God’s love in the world. 
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When a person is devoted to God, and seeks to keep God at the 

center of their calling, then their life’s path, whatever the form, 

can show the beauty and richness of God’s love for us.   

But what is more fundamentally true is that each of us has the 

call and opportunity to work out a way of living out our 

devotion to God in the concrete circumstances of our lives.  

That’s an aspect of incarnational spirituality and is really the 

same call that Jesus responded to. 

To do so is the key to our own happiness.  Not to do so is 

actually tragic, regardless of what our circumstances are, or 

what they look like from the outside.  

We are called to be Christ’s, in the consecrated life, in married 

life, in single life, whichever.  And if we are Christ’s, then all 

else will be given to us as well.  We will know the fullness of 

life, our life, and what it can really hold.  And we will be the 

better for it, as will the world. 

 


